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from the Savannath River Site

Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) Availablefor the Safeguards
and Security Upgradesfor Sorage of Plutonium Materialsat SRS

The purpose of the proposed action isto enhance the saf e and secure storage of plutonium-bearing materialsat SRSto
meet the enhanced terrorist threat. Thiseffort would require numerousphysical modificationstotheK-Areafacilities, and
land-clearing activitiesin both K Areaand theAdvanced Tactical Training Area(ATTA) Range. Thegenerd activities
associated with the proposed action are: (1) physical safeguard and security enhancementsof sorageand trainingfacilities,
(2) interim and long-term surveillance and materia packaging capabilitiesto ensure compliance with DOE Standard 3013,
Stabilization, Packaging and Storage of Plutonium-Bearing Materids, and (3) expanded storage capability within K Areato
support FAreade-inventory and surveillance activities. In compliancewith the National Environmental Policy Act, the
Department of Energy (DOE) haseva uated the environmenta impactsassociated with these actionsinadraft EA entitled
Safeguards and Security Upgradesfor Sorage of PlutoniumMaterialsat the Savannah River Ste (DOE/EA-1538).
Thedraft EA isbeing issued for public comment for aperiod of 30 days.

DOE isproposing that abuilding in F Areabe de-inventoried and deactivated, and that the material be placedin K Area,
whichwould dramatically reducethe operationa and security costs associated with maintaining two Category 1 storage
facilities. De-inventory of specia nuclear materia fromthe F-Areafacility; interim survelllance capability inK area(K1S)
project; the Container Surveillance and Storage Capability project; physical security upgradesin K Area; and modifica
tionsat theATTA Rangeareall part of the security upgradesevaluatedinthe EA. TheATTA Range hasprovided a
rangeareafor protectiveforcetraining sincetheearly 1980’'s. DOE plansto expand thisrangeto alow for continuation
of thecurrent training activitieswhile a the sametimeincorporating new training requirements.

The public comment period for thisdraft EA will be open until December 6, 2005. Any commentsreceived after that date
will beconsidered to the extent practicable. An eectronic copy of thedraft EA may beviewed by directing your browser
to http://www.srs.gov/genera/pubs/pubs.htm.

Commentsand requestsfor hard copies of thedraft EA should be sent to:

Andrew R. Grainger, NEPA Compliance Officer
U. S. Department of Energy, Savannah River Operations Office
Building 730-1B, Room 3150, Aiken, SC 29808
e-mail: nepa@srs.gov
Fax/telephone 1-800-881-7292
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Current NEPA ActionsAffecting SRS

* Disposition of Scrap Metals Programmatic Environmental Impact Satement (PEIS) (DOE/EIS-0327)
ThisPEISwill evaluate alternativesfor disposition of DOE scrap metal sthat may havebeeninradiological areas. The
disposition optionsto be analyzed include continuation of the suspension on unrestricted release of metalsfor recycling,
unrestricted release of scrap metasfor recycling, and disposal. Thenoticeof intent (NOI) for this PEISwasissued on July
12, 2001. A public scoping meetingwasheld on July 31, 2001, in North Augusta, South Carolina. Thedraft PEIS hasnot
been issued and the scheduleisuncertain.

» Supplemental PEIS on Sockpile Sewardship and Management for a Modern Pit Facility (DOE/EIS-0236-S2)
ThisPEISwill evaluate aternative sites (LosAlamosNationa Laboratory, NevadaTest Site, Pantex Plant, Waste | solation
Filot Plant, and Savannah River Site) for aModern Pit Facility, to providethe capability to manufacture plutonium pitsfor the
United States nuclear weapons stockpile. ThisPEISwill befollowed by asite-specific EIS to address the impacts of
construction and operation of the Modern Pit Facility at the selected site. TheNOI for this PEISwasissued on September
23, 2002. A loca public scoping meeting was held on October 29, 2002, in North Augusta, SC. Information regarding the
draft PEIS can befound at 68 FR 33487, June4, 2003. Thedraft PEIS may be viewed electronically at www.mpfeis.com.
Thefinal supplemental PEIS hasbeen delayed dueto Congressional concernsabout timing and scope of project.

» Safeguards and Security Upgrades for Sorage of Plutonium Materials at SRS (DOE/EA-1538)
DOE hasprepared an EA to analyze the potentia environmental consequences of proposed safeguards and security up-
gradesfor storage of plutonium materialsand dternatives. Thedraft EA isavailablefor review. (seerelated article on cover

page)

TEMPORARY AUTHORIZATION (TA) REQUEST TO SOUTH
CAROLINADEPARTMENT OFHEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL
CONTROL FOR SAMPLINGAND TREATMENT OF
POTENTIALLY SHOCK SENSITVE MATERIAL

On October 6, 2005, aoneliter amber bottle suspected to be p-Dioxanewas discovered in adrum of waste during routine
sampling activitiesin building 645-4N of the permitted hazardous waste storagefacility at the Savannah River Site (SRS).
SRSisrequesting a30-day Temporary Authorization (TA) pursuant to South CarolinaHazardous Waste M anagement
(SCHWMR) R.61-79.270.42(e) to perform themovement of potentially shock sensitive container/sto asubcontracted high
hazard team’strail er, sample the contents of the container/s and subsequent treatment by deactivation and/or neutralization.
Following the sampling and any treatment the containerswill bereturned to aproper storage container within the permitted
Soragebuilding.

Addressdl inquiriesto:

JimMoore
Westinghouse Savannah River Company
Building 730-1B
Aiken, SC 29808
1-800-249-8155
jimO2.moore@srs.gov
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Notice of Availability
United States Department of Energy
Savannah River Operations Office
Explanation of Significant Differences (ESD)
for
TNX Area Operable Unit Record of Decision (ROD)

The United States Department of Energy, the lead agency for the Savannah River Site, will release an ESD on
November 7, 2005, with concurrence by the United States Environmental Protection Agency-Region IV (US-EPA)
and South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (SCDHEC) to announce changesin the reme-
dial decision selected for the TNX Operable Unit. The ESD will be available for public review and copying at the
locations|isted bel ow.

The purpose of this ESD is to document Post-ROD changes to the current interim action pump-and-treat system
selected for the TNX Groundwater. The significant differences of the modified remedy from the current remedy are
(1) Addition excavation of potential Principal Threat Source Material (PTSM) in soil adjacent to selected sumps
(neutralization sump, stainless steel sump in the tank gallery, and the centrifuge sump at 678-T, and the #4 and #8
sump at 677-T) and a small area of contamination on the western exterior of 678-T; and (2) Modification of the
remedial goa for PTSM for radium and thorium.

The SRSisrequired by the Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and Liability Act to publish an
ESD whenever thereis a significant change to a component of the remedy identified in the ROD. The National Oil
and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan requires the lead agency to provide an explanation of the
differences and to make the information avail able to the public in the Administrative Record and information reposi-
tory. ThisESD isavailablefor public review during normal business hours at the following information repositories:

*  DOE Public Reading Room at the Gregg-Graniteville Library at the University of South Carolina-Aiken campus
inAiken, SC; and

*  Thomas Cooper Library Government Documents Department at the University of South Carolinain Columbia,
SC.

Hard copies of the Interim ROD are available at the following:

* ReeseLibrary at Augusta State University in Augusta, GA; and
* AsaH. Gordon Library at Savannah State University in Savannah, GA.

Any comments or questions may be directed to:

Jim Moore
Westinghouse Savannah River Company
Building 730-1B
Aiken, SC 29808

1-800-249-8155
jim02.moore@srs.gov



Name

e-mall address

mailing address

Addto mail list
Removefrom mail list
Correct my address

Mail to:

SRS Environmental Bulletin
Savannah River Site
Building 730-1B
Aiken, S.C. 29808

MAILINGLIST

1 |

The SRSEnvironmenta Bulletin
SavannahRiver Ste % ¥
Building 730-1B .
Aiken, S.C. 29808

——— e ———————

e —

TheSRS
Environmental Bulletin

For more information on this or other
environmental and compliance activities
at SRS, please contact:

JimMoore Paul Sauerborn
Westinghouse Westinghouse
Savannah River Co. Savannah River Co.
Aiken, S.C. 29808 Aiken, S.C. 29808
(800) 249-8155 (803) 952-6658

email: jim02moore@srs.gov  paul.sauerborn@srsgov




